[Extrapleural pneumonectomy for malignant pleural mesothelioma].
Standard treatment for malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) has not been proved yet. However, it has been recognized that extrapleural pneumonectomy (EPP) is a treatment of choice for epithelial MPM when combined with adjuvant therapies though EPP may frequently cause fetal complications. We report 5 cases of MPM with EPP, including 1 with good prognosis. Sixteen patients with MPM were admitted to our hospital between 1988 and 2003. Five patients underwent EPP, among which 4 were male and 1 female with ages from 46 to 61 years old. Histologically, 3 of them were epithelial and 2 were biphasic. Those with biphasic experienced acute respiratory failure and empyema, and died 81 days and 8 months after the surgery respectively. Among those with epithelial MPM, 2 are alive with no recurrence at 129 and 29 months after the surgery, and the other, followed by postoperative radiotherapy, died at 12 months. More cases with EPP or randomized controlled trials regarding EPP are necessary to evaluate efficacy of EPP for MPM.